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U.S. Ambassador Michael P. Pelletier Assesses U.S. Food Assistance
in Southern Madagascar
ANTANANARIVO – U.S. Ambassador Michael P. Pelletier and USAID Mission Director John
Dunlop have returned from a visit to the four districts in southern Madagascar most affected by food
insecurity where they assessed the progress of ongoing U.S. government emergency assistance
efforts. In July, the U.S. government, through the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), provided 8,330 metric tons of food assistance to the World Food
Programme (WFP) to support the nutritional needs of more than 350,000 people, including 20,500
pregnant and lactating women. In October, the U.S. government gave an additional $2.5 million to
WFP and UNICEF to provide treatment for 64,000 children under five years of age who are
suffering from moderate and severe acute malnutrition.
Ambassador Pelletier and USAID Director Dunlop visited the districts of Ampanihy, Tsihombe,
Ambovombe, and Amboasary and heard first-hand from local community members who have
received U.S. food assistance. The Ambassador stressed the importance of partnership, noting that
the U.S. government, through USAID, has been working side-by-side with the Government of
Madagascar and local partners to combat malnutrition in the south. The delegation discussed
assistance coordination during a meeting with local and national government officials and
representatives from the main implementers of USAID emergency assistance – the World Food
Programme, UNICEF, and Catholic Relief Services.
Since 2015, the U.S. government has been the leading provider of food aid and agricultural supplies
to the south, providing more than $100 million in emergency assistance. The U.S. government also
contributes to a wide range of development and capacity building initiatives throughout the country.
Last year alone, USAID assistance totaled $114 million, including $62 million in health sector
activities where the United States is the largest single-country donor. The other $52 million
supported programs to promote economic growth and job opportunities, protect and
develop natural and human resources, and promote sustainable agriculture and food security.
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